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The 15 Best French (and Mediterranean) Restaurants In Melbourne
 / Melbourne / By  

Dylan Cole 






The Melbourne dining scene is probably unrivalled in Australia. Sydney runs it close, but Melbourne’s thriving restaurant scene is a true foodie’s paradise.
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Sampling everything that Melbourne has to offer is an impossibility. Even if you have a ridiculous budget, unlimited time and the capacity to ingest thousands of additional daily calories, you’ll still be chasing new openings.

Assuming that none of these apply to our readers, we have attempted to fine-tune a list of excellent French and Mediterranean restaurants, bistros and eateries, that deserve your attention and custom.

French gastronomy is one of the world’s classic cuisines and is hugely influential. Mediterranean cuisine overlaps and shares some similarities. However, it is generally considered ‘lighter’ with a focus on vegetables, legumes, minimally processed grains, fish and smaller amounts of meat and dairy. 

In contrast, French food is generally ‘richer’. Famously, it has a greater emphasis on classic sauces (hollandaise, bechamel, etc), whereas Mediterranean sauces are more organic and stock-based. And of course, the further south one travels in France, the greater the influence of Mediterranean cuisine on the food and lifestyle.

Melbourne, as befits its status of a major hub of fine-dining, has dozens of restaurants that serve a fusion of classic Mediterranean and French dishes. So let us guide you through some of the most inventive European food east of the Bosphorus.

Here are our best French and Mediterranean restaurants in Melbourne.

Noir 

Location: 175 Swan St, Richmond, VIC 3121  Ph: (03) 9428 3585

Located on Swan street, Noir is a bustling French bistro that offers a selection of vibrant dishes. The restaurant particularly prides itself on the use of fresh and local ingredients. 

Known for its modern decor and welcoming atmosphere, Noir’s small, cosy and intimate space is the perfect place to spend an evening with close friends, where you can sample its excellent wine list and inventive food. 

This part of Richmond (and neighbouring Cremorne) has recently attracted many young businesses to its start-up, tech-friendly environment. The Noir lunch menu is perfect for a quick, efficient business lunch – limited choice, fixed price, promptly served (optional glass of house wine) – and is well worth a try.

Offering a wide selection of classic dishes, Noir’s dinner menu is lauded for its confit duck. Other stand-out dishes are its caramelised scallops and rabbit gnocchi. 

Looking for an easy-to-make snack? Check out our Savoury Vegetable Feta Muffin Recipes

Mosaic Restaurant

Location:  48 Pier St, Altona, VIC 3018 

Just a few minutes walk from Altona’s attractive beachfront, Mosaic Bar & Eatery provides a comfortable and relaxed dining experience that befits its Mediterranean cuisine. 

The bayside suburb of Altona is a 30 minute drive (allow longer during the week) from Melbourne’s CBD, and a booking at the award-winning Mosaic restaurant makes it a worthwhile endeavour.

Mosaic features vibrant Mediterranean cuisine with a modern Australian influence. There is a tapas share plate menu, beers on tap and a wide range of cocktails to choose from.

Mosaic is an ideal choice for relaxed lunches and dinners alike or just chilled drinks at the bar. The ambience is of a relaxed bar with a menu to suit everybody.

Looking for a beer garden? Mosaic has its very pleasant Valletta Lounge, with a relaxing outdoor green space and chilled beachside vibe.








Editor’s Note: Mosaic has been reported as closed (July 2022). We will let you know if we hear more. As this is the case, take a look at this recommendation instead…

Reine & La Rue

Location: The Gothic Bank, 380 Collins St, Melbourne, VIC 3000 Ph: (02) 9280 3395

This upmarket French restaurant is the new must-try place in Melbourne,. Not least because of the truly stunning building housing it. For Reine & La Rue has moved into the old Gothic Bank on the corner of Collins Street. From the beautiful floor to the stained-glass windows to the glorious vaulted ceiling – the space is incredible.

And thankfully, so is the food.

But then this is the latest venture from the team behind NOMAD. And if you’re eaten either at NOMAD.Melbourne or the sibling venue in Sydney, you’ll know that quality produce and polished culinary skills are at the heart of their kitchen.

With Reine & La Rue, the focus is still on the best produce available, but this time with a classically French spin. 

Open with the delicate, flaky Anchovy Pissaladiere ($16) before dipping into the perfectly seasoned Beef Tartare, Smoked Bone Marrow & Jerusalem Artichoke ($14). The Duck Liver & Foie Gras Parfait with Sauternes & Rhubarb ($28) is impossibly satiny. Whilst the Coral Trout, Mussels & Lobster Beurre Blanc ($70) is divine.

And as for the Wine List, with a 700+ bottles to choose from, there’s got to be something you like!

Yep. It may be new, but Reine & La Rue is already one of the finest French and Mediterranean restaurants in Melbourne.

Update:

Reine & La Rue won the New Restaurant of the Year Award at the recent Age Good Food Guide 2024 ceremony.

For more on the charms of NOMAD Melbourne, see here.

Bar Margaux 

Location:  Basement/111 Lonsdale St, Melbourne VIC 3000 Ph: (03) 9650 0088

If you are the kind of person who prefers to eat late into the evening, then you may well adore this stunning brasserie. 

Featuring a well-stocked bar, this restaurant offers signature cocktails, delicious wines and French comfort food throughout the night. This means you can sit down and sample some classic dishes until the early hours of the morning. 

When visiting this particular establishment, you will find such French classics as escargot, Pomme Frites and braised meat, although you can also order baked fish, souffle and roast duck. 

For more of the Best Bars in Melbourne, click here.

Bistro Gitan 

Location: 52 Toorak Rd West, South Yarra, VIC 3141 Ph: (03) 9867 5853

Based in a stunning Victorian revival, Bistro Gitan is recognisably one of the best French and Mediterranean restaurants in Melbourne. The team here prepare a contemporary menu offering classic dishes with a unique Mediterranean twist. 

From the minute you open your menu you will be intrigued by the options on offer. The kitchen doesn’t play safe but serves modern spins on such classic French dishes as chicken liver parfait, spatchcock with mustard crust and sea rockling with fried mushrooms. 

All dishes are delicious, authentic and generously flavoured. 

Check out our guide to the Best Italian Restaurants in Melbourne.

Hell Of The North 

Location: 135 Greeves St, Fitzroy, VIC 3065 Ph: (03) 9417 6660

This is a stylish wine bar and bistro with bluestone walls and wood accents, crafting French-inspired dishes.

It’s perfect for a romantic dinner with your favourite person, Hell of the North is a French restaurant that is known for its ambience and atmosphere. Yet it isn’t all about the vibe. There’s also a diverse menu offering some of the best Mediterranean-inspired food in the whole of Australia.

During the week, this particular establishment offers a la carte menus and weekend special, such as four-course meals, that promise to make your taste buds sing. 

So the next time you fancy braised ox cheek or mussels in fennel cream, remember this restaurant and give them a call. 

Why not give our recipe for Beef Blade Roast a try this weekend?

Editor’s Note: Sadly, Hell of the North permanently closed in October 2022.

Philippe 

Location: 115 Collins St, Melbourne, VIC 3000 Ph: (03) 8394 6625
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First established by Philippe Mouchel, this French restaurant is considered to be one of the best in Melbourne, with Mouchel’s culinary mastery showcased to full effect. 

No matter what kind of cuisine you like to eat (and cook) you need a great set of knives. Whether you’re looking for chef’s knives or steak knives, we’ve got you covered.

Born and raised in Normandy, Mouchel was trained by the great Paul Bocuse. This impeccable pedigree is diplayed in the quality of food on offer. It’s creative, vibrant and infused with rich flavour. 

If you get a chance to visit this particular establishment, then we highly recommend sampling the oysters, although the rotisserie chicken also remains a popular crowd-pleaser. 

Bistro Guillaume 

Location: 8, Riverside, Crown Melbourne, Whiteman St, Southbank, VIC 3006 (within Crown Casino)  Ph: (03) 9292 5777

If you want to sample a classic French menu, then Bistro Guillaume is the perfect place for you. 

Based in Crown Melbourne, this popular French restaurant remains one of the best in the whole city. It is known for its decadent dishes and opulent atmosphere, making it a popular destination for tourists and locals alike. 

Boasting a wide menu of delicious options, this establishment offers classic dishes such as cheese souffle, steak frites with bearnaise sauce and a sinful chocolate fondant.
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Our tip is to book an outdoor table looking out over the Yarra for lunch. Then chill with a glass of wine and the Poisson a la Meuniere ($48) – John Dory, Capers, Native Lime, Golden Raisin & Parsley. It’ll make you realise how lucky we are to live in such a fabulous city.

If you fancy eating French cuisine in Sydney, here are our go to French Restaurants.

France-Soir 

Location:  11 Toorak Rd, South Yarra, VIC 3141  Ph: (03) 9866 8569

This relaxed establishment is the perfect place to sample some authentic French cuisine, with the restaurant boasting a wide selection of delicious food and French-speaking staff. 

While France Soir does not reinvent the wheel, it does offer many of the classic French dishes such as rabbit casserole and French onion soup, traditional escargot and tartare. It’s a true brasserie and one of the best French and Mediterranean restaurants in Melbourne.

Love a simple dessert? Try making our French Vanilla Slice.

Bon Ap’Petit Bistro

Location: 193 Brunswick St, Fitzroy, VIC 3065  Ph: (03) 9415 9450

The next entry on our list is what we could call a triple threat, as it’s a bar, cafe and restaurant all in one. So if you feel like a morning pastry or an evening meal, this establishment has everything you need. 

Sporting comfortable decor and a welcoming atmosphere, this restaurant boasts a wide selection of classic French dishes, which include offerings such as steak tartare, chicken liver parfait and a decadent creme brulee. 

Just make sure to pair your food with a bottle of delicious wine and you will get to live out the full French experience. 

Bistro Terroir in is a fabulous French establishment in Daylesford, For more on this restaurant and more Daylesford dining options, see here.

French Saloon Bar & Bistro 

Location: First Floor, 46 Hardware Ln, Melbourne, VIC 3000  Ph: (03) 9600 2142
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Open for weddings, engagements and birthdays, this French restaurant is the perfect place to celebrate your special day, no matter the occasion. 

Offering ambience and atmosphere, this establishment boasts a large menu of delicious French classics, which include notable offerings such as whipped cod, steak frites, assorted cheeses and cured meats. 

Looking for a stylish restaurant serving Modern Australian food in the Melbourne CBD? See our review of Hazel.

Entrecote 

Location: 142-144 Greville St, Prahran, VIC 3181  Ph: (03) 9804 5468 

Established seven years ago, Entrecote has fast become a popular destination for locals and tourists alike, with the classy French restaurant offering some of the best food in the whole of Melbourne. 

It’s chic, trendy and situated in a character-filled street in a fascinating part of town.

Covering breakfast, lunch and dinner, this establishment promises authentic French cuisine made with fresh and delicious ingredients, with the menu yielding notable dishes such as porterhouse steak, poached chicken, creme brulee and Pommes Frites. 

Hungry for some red meat? These are our top Steak Restaurants in Melbourne.

The French Brasserie 

Location: 2 Malthouse Ln, Melbourne, VIC 3000  Ph: (03) 9662 1632

If you want to remove yourself from the hustle and bustle of Melbourne, then we recommend checking out the French Brasserie, which promises to teleport you to the streets of France. 

Not only does this beautiful restaurant capture the aesthetic of a Parisian eatery, but it also offers some of the most delicious French food in the city. 

A French Press is such a simple way to make good coffee, every time. For more information and prices, click here.

Complete with friendly service and comfortable seating, this establishment boasts a wide menu of tasty meals, which include classics such as escargot, coq au vin and beef bourguignon. 

Croissants are a staple of French baking. Here are some of the finest Croissants in Melbourne.

Small French Bar

Location:  3/154 Barkly St, Footscray, VIC 3011 

This is a charming and bustling bistro in trendy Footscray in the inner west. It’s chilled, laid-back, friendly and unpretentious. Rather like the suburb itself.

The bar serves rustic French food, in generous portions, with an extensive selection of classic French wines and digestives.

There’s also a wonderful selection of French cheeses in the delightfully named Footscray Fromagerie, which is also part of the the Small French Bar group, and shares the venue. The Footscray Fromagerie stocks quality cheeses made by artisan French cheese producers.

If you love your cheese, read our article on vegan cheeses. You’ll be surprised just how tasty plant-based cheese can be.

The Small French bar is a real-find in the heart of Footscray and well-worth checking out.

Bistrot D’Orsay 

Location: 184 Collins St, Melbourne, VIC 3000  Ph: (03) 9654 6498

Considered one of the best French restaurants in Melbourne, Bistrot d’Orsay has remained a popular eatery for 25 years, with the establishment offering a wide menu of classic French cuisines. 

Styled after a Parisian bistro, this restaurant boasts dark wood panelling, painted ceilings and warm lighting, as well as delicious food and friendly staff. 

So, if you are ever in the mood to sample roasted lamb shoulder or cured Atlantic salmon, then this is the place to go. 

For a round-up of some of the Best Places For Desserts in Melbourne, see here.

Chez Bob 

Location: 22 Beatty Ave, Armadale, VIC 3143  Ph: (03) 9824 8022

Situated in the upmarket suburb of Armadale, and featuring a cosy dining room and picturesque courtyard, this adorable French bistro is the very definition of Parisian. 
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Sporting a wide selection of classic French dishes, Chez Bob allows locals to sample some of the best food that France has to offer, from rabbit terrine to poussin with sage butter. Although this small, unassuming venue may get overlooked, it deserves your attention. 

The quality of produce is excellent and in the best French cooking tradition, simple ingredients are transformed into wonderfully artful food. 

Chez Bob has a loyal local following and delivers consistently accomplished French cuisine. Give it a chance. It’s another of our top French and Mediterranean restaurants in Melbourne.

Feel like a drink with a view? Here are our favourite Rooftop Bars in Melbourne.

Chez Olivier Le Bistro 

Location: 268 Toorak Rd, South Yarra, VIC 3141 Ph: (03) 9525 2273

Although this stunning bistro may seem petite on the outside, it currently offers one of the largest menus in the city. 

Featuring classic French dishes such as beef bourguignon, chocolate fondant and duck a l’orange – this is the perfect place to sample authentic French cuisine, accompanied by an extensive selection of excellent wine. It’s a friendly, warm bistro, with a cosy ambiance. 

If you’re looking for a Valentine’s Day option, consider this restaurant. It’s undeniably got a romantic feel and is one of the best French and Mediterranean restaurants in Melbourne.

Check out our recommendations for the Best Cake Shops, Cake Delivery and Takeaway Cakes in Melbourne.

Oter 

Location: 137 Flinders Ln, Melbourne, VIC 3000 Ph: (03) 9639 7073

Based in an underground basement, this rustic restaurant is the lovechild of Chef Florent Gerardin and Mykal Bartholomew, who have worked together to create an establishment that fights against the stereotypes of French cuisine. 

It is a multi-awarded contemporary French restaurant that has an impeccable pedigree.

Boasting a wide selection of creative dishes, Oter restaurant offers classic options such as warm cheese tarts and fried crepes filled with ham, as well as more inventive alternatives such as chicken offal with black truffle and dashi. 

For a great breakfast, try some of these spots in Melbourne

Editor’s Note: Oter, in Flinders Lane, has been reported as closed. As this is the case, why not try the following spot instead…?

Bistro Thierry

Location: 511 Malvern Rd, Toorak, VIC 3142 Ph: (03) 9824 0888

The French bistro dining experience doesn’t get any more authentic than at Toorak’s Bistro Thierry.

The whole ethos behind this much-loved establishment was to recreate the tastes, aromas and ambience of eating in a genuine French bistro.

The service is impeccable and the menu reads like a hit list of French classic. From the Foie Gras to the Le Steak-Frites to the Magret de Canard (that’s duck, to you and me). If you want a cheap lunch, then this isn’t the best place to book. However, if you’re looking for a little slice of Paris in the heart of Melbourne, then you won’t find too many better options.

Bistro Thierry is undoubtedly one of the finest French and Mediterranean restaurants in Melbourne.

If you find yourself down the coast, why not check out our Best Restaurants in Geelong?

RELATED:

For relaxed Mediterranean dining and beachside vibes, try the Lady of St Kilda

Visit Bar Ampere for Apertifs, Digestifs and Absinthe.

Society Restaurant – Lillian Brasserie serves sophisticated European fare in a stunning space
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Dylan Cole

When it comes to great places to eat in Australia, the list really is endless. There are so many different restaurants, cafés, and chains to try that you really are spoiled for choice. From Italian food, to Japanese food, to a good ‘ole rump steak, the food options are endless. 

This is why I decided to set up my blog, Eatability, to share the best food and drink spots in Australia with as many people as possible. Hi, my name is Dylan Cole, and I moved to Australia five years ago from England, UK.

Through this blog, I will be sharing and recommending some of my favorite places you need to visit, such as where to find the best pizza in Adelaide, and the best bakery in Brisbane. Whatever food you are fancying, I have got you covered!
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